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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

16  WOODLAND  ROAD  EAST, 
COLWYN  BAY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Aled  Rural  District  Council. 


5th  August,  1958. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  your 
area  during  1957.  This  report  is  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Minister  of  Health. 

It  shows  that,  during  1957,  the  infant  mortality  rate  reached  zero. 
This  is  a noteworthy  statement. 

The  birth  rate  and  death  rate  fluctuate  as  could  be  expected  in  a small 
area.  But  it  is  noteworthy  that,  out  of  76  deaths,  not  one  involved  a 
person  under  35  years  of  age.  This  may  be  taken  as  a pointer  to  where 
we  must  in  future  give  considerable  attention.  The  old  folk  grow  in 
numbers ; families  grow  smaller  and  are  more  scattered.  Consequently, 
care  of  these  lonely  old  men  and  women  must  more  and  more  become  a 
public  duty.  Aled  has  now  given  very  considerable  attention  to  the 
housing  of  families.  The  renovation  of  worn-out  houses  has  proceeded 
— 22  unfit  houses  were  rendered  fit  during  1957.  These  not  onlj'  provide 
homes  at  a lower  cost  than  new  houses,  but  they  blend  with  the 
landscape  and  are  aesthetically  more  desirable  than  the  modern 
“Council  House.”  But  you  have  not  done  much  for  old  folk;  single- 
hedroomed  houses  not  too  far  from  the  social  services  are  desirable. 

The  invasion  of  the  caravaner  has  given  the  Council  much  worry. 
There  are  now  sites  in  the  area  permitting  466  caravans.  Five  years 
ago  there  were  59  permitted,  i.e.,  an  increase  of  10  times  in  five  years. 
And  in  spite  of  much  resistance  by  both  the  Aled  and  County  Council, 
I can  foresee  a considerable  increase  in  the  future  unless  Parliament 
gives  us  some  form  of  real  control.  Caravanning  is  not  in  itself  objec- 
tionable— indeed,  it  is  to  be  encouraged,  and  in  any  case  we  are  going 
to  have  caravans  increasing  in  numbers  whether  we  like  them  or  not. 
But  we  must  strive  to  keep  our  area  from  becoming1  a “ refuse  tip,” 
with  our  streams  polluted  by  sewage  and  our  air  polluted  by  radio 
noises.  The  running  of  a caravan  site  requires  skill  and  experience  that 
is  not  possessed  by  everybody  who  owns  a field.  A well  run  camp  is  a 
joy,  but  many  in  this  part  of  Wales  are  best  undescribed. 

vv'ater  supplies  as  usual  give  concern  in  those  parts  of  the  area  that 
depend  on  wells  or  small  catchment  areas.  These  tend  to  be  defective 
both  in  quality  and  quantity.  Very  careful  watch  requires  to  be  kept 
on  these.  It  may  be  that  we  will  soon  be  linked  up  with  other  areas 
and  share  in  an  adequate  supply. 

This  report  contains  a summary  of  work  done  by  Mr.  Levesley,  but 
a summary  never  gives  a true  picture.  His  work  for  the  Aled  is  not 
measurable  in  a “report.”  He  knows  the  district  and  most  people  in  it 
so  well  that  an  apparently  casual  gossip  can  be,  from  a public  health 
point  of  view,  most  fruitful.  He  is  a loyal  and  willing  colleague. 

Finally,  I would  thank  you,  Mr.  Tumour,  for  an  inspiring  leadership 
and  for  many  kindnesses  shown  me  during  your  term  of  chairmanship. 

Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  69,206 

Population : 

1951  Census  7,054 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  mid-1957  6,930 

Inhabited  Houses 2,220 

Rateable  Value  £50,992 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate £207 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  49  ...  42  ...  91 

Legitimate  47  ...  39  ...  86 

Illegitimate  2 ...  3 ...  5 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  14.4 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population  (crude)  13.1 

Comparability  factor  for  births  1.10 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 1 ...  1 - 2 

Legitimate  — ...  1 •••  1 

Illegitimate  1 •••  — •••  1 

Still-births  per  1,000  population 0.28 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

Nil. 

Infant  Mortality  0.00 

DEATHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

40  ...  36  ...  76 

Death-rate  per  1,UU0  population  (crude) 10.9 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  11.7 

Comparability  figure  for  deaths  107 


The  following  table  shows  the  vital  statistics  for  the  past 
eight  years : — 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Population  

7195 

7139 

7149 

7056 

7060 

7030 

6990 

6930 

Dive  Births 

109 

103 

116 

92 

90 

81 

86 

91 

hive  Birth  Rate 

15.1 

15.3 

14.7 

13.8 

14.1 

12.7 

13.6 

14.4 

Still-births  

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

2 

0 

2 

Still-birth  Rate... 

0.55 

0.42 

0.28 

0.28 

0.42 

0.28 

0.0 

0.28 

Deaths  

81 

89 

76 

67 

74 

90 

69 

76 

Death-rate  

10.3 

11.2 

11.2 

8.3 

10.3 

12.6 

10.6 

11.7 

Infant  Deaths  ... 

2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Infant  Death-rate 

18 

47 

26 

21 

11 

25 

35 

0 

Since  1950  the  population  is  estimated  to  have  fallen  by  265. 
This  is  rather  surprising  as  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
during  the  period  was  146.  The  birth-rate  and  the  death-rate 
have  both  risen. 

Probably  the  most  interesting  figure  is  the  infant  death 
rate.  There  were  91  births  but  not  a single  infant  death.  1 
have  been  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  36  years  and  never 
before  was  I able  to  report  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  zero. 


There  were,  however,  two 
reached  perfection. 

The  causes  of  death  were 

still-births,  so  we 
as  follows : — 

have 

not  yet 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  

0 

0 

0 

Other  notifiable  diseases... 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer : 

(a)  Stomach 

5 

3 

8 

(b)  Breast  

0 

2 

2 

(c)  Other 

4 

3 

7 

Vascular  lesions  of  ner- 

vous  system  

4 

8 

12 

Coronary  disease  

7 

1 

8 

Hypertension  with  heart 

disease  

1 

0 

1 

Other  heart  diseases  

6 

10 

16 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis  

3 

2 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

0 

i 

Ulcer  of  stomach,  etc.  ... 

2 

0 

2 

Other  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Accidents : 

Road  

0 

0 

0 

Other  

1 

0 

1 

Suicide  

1 

0 

1 

40 

36 

... 

76 

Once  again  there  was  not  a death  caused  by  Tuberculosis,. 
$pr  was  there  a death  due  to  cancer  of  the  lungs.  Coronary 
disease  caused  three  deaths  compared  with  10  in  1956. 


The  deaths  were 
follows : — 

distributed 

amongst  the 

Parishes  as 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Abergele  

......  5 

1 

6 

Bylchau 

5 

2 

7 

Betws-yn-Rhos 

1 

3 

4 

Cefn  Aleiriadog 

2 

1 

3 

Llanelian  

0 

3 

3 

Llanfair  T.H 

5 

1 

6 

Llansannan  

5 

4 

9. 

Lianne fydd  

3 

3 

6 

Llansantffraid  

9 

9 

18 

Trefnant  

5 

4 

9 

40 

31 

71 

The  above  table  deals  with  deaths  that  were  recorded 
locally  and  classified  in  my  office ; the  totals  do  not  corres- 
pond with  those  of  the  Registrar-General,  who  attributed  76 
deaths  to  the  Aled. 


The  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  were : — 


Male  Female  Total 


0—  1 0 ...  0 ...  0 

1—24 0 ...  0 ...  0 

25—34  0 ...  0 ...  0 

35—54  3 ...  2 ...  5 

55—64  8 ...  4 ...  12 

65  and  over  29  ...  25  ...  54 


40  ...  31  ...  71 

" ' — ’ ' " 1 " 

This  shows  that  over  76%  of  the  deaths  concerned  persons 
over  65  years  of  age,  and  there  were  no  deaths  in,  persons 
under  35  years  of  age. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Bacteriology. — Dr.  Kingsley  Smith,  Director  of  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Idyfryd,  Conway,  examined 
108  samples  of  water,  34  milk  samples  and  5 ice  cream  samples 
sent  him  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector.  In  addition,  throat 
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and  nose  swabs,  faeces,  urine,  cerebro-spinal  fluid  sent  by- 
doctors  or  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  have  been  submitted 
and  examined  for  infective  organs.  This  is  a most  vital 
service  and  is  again  willingly  and  promptly  rendered. 

♦ (b)  Pathological  and  Biochemical. — Specimens  likely  to 
help  in  diagnosis  of  disease  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory 
attached  to  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl.  As  this  is 
is  essentially  a service  for  General  Practitioners  and  does  not 
contribute  much  to  Preventive  Medicine,  its  work  is  not  sub- 
ject of  report  to  me. 

(c)  Chemical. — Foods,  etc.,  requiring  analysis — for  adultera- 
tion, etc.— are  sent  to  the  Assay  Office,  Chester,  for  chemical 
examination.  Usually  this  is  done  through  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspector  of  the  Denbigh  County  Council,  whose  co- 
operation with  me  is  most  helpful. 

(d)  Water  Supply. — Water  is  examined  both  chemically 
and  bacteriologically. 

(i)  Chemical  analysis  reveals  the  presence  of  poisons  and 
risk  of  contamination — e.g.,  the  presence  of  organic 
matters  likely  to  have  been  added  by  animals,  etc.  'Ihe 
presence  of  such  substances  in  a water  supply  does  not 
necessarily  denote  existing  danger,  but  shows  undesir- 
able contamination  which  may,  at  any  time,  contain 
infective  germs  which  have,  at  some  time  in  the  past 
entered,  or  are  now  entering  the  water. 

Tests  are  done  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  the  Assay 
Office,  Chester. 

(ii)  Bacteriological  Tests. — These  are  done  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Conway.  They  show  that  the 
water  is  either  pure  or  is,  at  the  time  of  sampling, 
dangerous,  in  that  it  contains  organisms  excreted  by 
animals  or  humans. 

As  will  be  seen  108  such  tests  were  made  during 
1957.  Water  from  other  areas — Rhyl  or  Cowlyd — were 
examined  at  their  source. 

(iii)  Chlorinations  Tests. — These  show  whether  the 
chlorine  added  to  the  water  at  the  works  has  all  been 
absorbed  or  whether  it  is  excessive.  They  are  applied 
by  the  Water  Engineer  and  his  staff  at  distribution 
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points  and  serve  as  a very  useful  test  of  the  purifica- 
tion method. 

(e)  Milk.— Milk  is  tested  for  adulteration  (Chemical  Test) 
by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Officer  to  the  Denbigh  County  Council. 

Designated  milks  are  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Pub- 
lic Health  Inspector.  Pie  tests  them  at  their  point  of  produc- 
tion. 

The  Aled  Public  Health  Inspector  takes  samples  at  the 
point  of  delivery  (homes,  etc.)  and  has  tests  made  as  to  keep- 
ing quality. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(i)  Infectious  Diseases. — Cases  of  infectious  disease  are 
transported  to  hospital  by  a special  ambulance  provided  by 
the  County  Council  and  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Bron-y-Nant.  It  is  under  my  control. 

(ii)  Non-infectious  Disease.— There  are  seven  ambulances 
stationed  conveniently  about  the  Aled  area:  Colwyn  Bay  (3), 
Abergele  (1),  Denbigh  (1),  Llangerniew  (1),  Llanrwst  (1). 
These  are  all  controlled  by  my  office  at  Colwyn  Bay.  I must 
emphasise  that  all  applications  for  transport  should  come  to 
this  control  (Tel.:  Colwyn  Bay  3387  by  day,  and  2727  outside 
office  hours).  Messages  to  the  homes  of  ambulance  drivers 
often  lead  to  annoying  delays  and  confusions.  Except  in  the 
case  of  serious  road  accidents,  only  Medical  Practitioners  in 
the  area  can  obtain  transport. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

1.  — Nursing  of  sick  persons  at  home  is  done  by  District 
Nurses,  who  are  provided,  on  the  request  of  family  doctors, 
by  the  County  Council. 

2.  — Home  Helps:  These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
when,  for  some  reason,  the  responsible  officer  is  satisfied  that 
a family  needs  the  help  of  an  experienced  woman  in  running 
the  home.  The  service  is  not  free — fees  are  charged  according 
to  family  income. 

This  service  grows  in  popularity  and  is  now  serving  a most 
useful  purpose. 


CLINICS. 


Gian  Conway: 

Alternate  Mondays  at  2 p.m.  at  the  Church  House. 

Colwyn  Bay  (at  the  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay)  : 

Mondays:.  Family  Planning  Clinic  at  2.30  each  week. 
Tuesdays:  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m.  each 
week. 

Wednesdays:  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.  (alternate  weeks  or 
by  arrangement).  Ophthalmic  Clinic  (by  arrangement). 
E.N.T.  Clinic  (by  arrangement). 

Thursdays  : Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  (alternate  weeks). 
Fridays:  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  2 p.m.  (alternate  weeks). 

Llysfaen: 

Church  House:  Alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child  Welfare 
Clinic. 

Llanddulas: 

Beulah  Schoolroom : Alternate  Mondays  at  2 p.m.,  Child 
Welfare. 

Mochdre: 

Church  blouse:  Altternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child  Welfare. 

Llangerniew: 

Once  each  month  on  a Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Llansannan: 

Once  each  month  on  a Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Abergele: 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Pentre  Mawr,  at  2 p.m.  on  Thursdays. 

Denbigh: 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  Wednesdays. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  alternate  Wednesdays. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  first  and  third  Wednesdays. 
These  are  all  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane,  Denbigh. 

DAY  NURSERY. 

There  is  no  day  nursery  in  the  area. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  are  treated  as  follows  :: — 

1.  — Llandudno  and  District  Hospital:  Every  Thursday  at 

2 p.m.  Afternoon — Females,  Evenings— Males. 

2.  — Chester  Royal  Infirmary  (Out-Patients’  Department)  : 

Males — Mondays,  5 — 7 p.m.  Saturdays,  noon. 

Females — Mondays,  5 — 7 p.m.  Thursdays,  5 — 7 p.m. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  following  statement  has  been  given  me  by  Mr.  T.  H. 
Evans,  Chief  Inspector  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Acts  to  the 
Denbigh  County  Council : — 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and.  Drugs  Act  in 
Aled  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957. 


Not  Genuine,  or 

Article  No.- Taken  Genuine  Sub-standard 


Milk...  15  ...  13  ...  2 

Butter  1 ...  1 ...  — 

Cheese  1 ...  1 ...  — 

Tinned  Fish 1 ...  1 ...  — 

Sausages  1 ...  1 ...  — 

Suet  1 ...  1 

Ice  Cream  1 ...  1 

Cocoa  1-  - - 1 ...  — 


Total.  ...  ...  ...  22  ...,  . .20  ....  ..  . 2 


Of  the  fifteen  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during 
the  year,  two  samples  were  certified  by  him  as  being  deficient  in  fat.  In 
each  instance  of  fat  deficiency  I visited  the  farm  where  the  milk  was 
produced  and  the  place  where  it  was  bottled  and  was  satisfied  that  tin* 
deficiency  was  due  to  the  milk  not  being  thoroughly  mixed  at  the  time 
of  bottling.  The  requirements  were  explained  to  the  persons  concerned 
and  they  were  cautioned.  Samples  of  milk  taken  from  these  retailers 
since  my  visits  have  proved  to  be  above  the  standard.  There  was  no 
trace  of  extraneous  water  in  any  milk  sample  taken  in  the  Aled  area 
during  the  year. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuin* 
and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector, 

Wrexham.  County  of  Denbigh. 

29th  April,  1958. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

It  is  difficult  to  'give  accurate  figured  of  the  number  of 
children  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria 
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in  the  Aled  area.  During  the  12  months  ending  30/12/5 7,  41 
children  were  known  to  have  received  a primary  course  of 
treatment  and  25  received  “ booster  ” doses.  It  may  well  be 
that  a few  more  were  done  at  the  Denbigh,  Abergele  or 
Colwyn  Bay  Clinics  and  not  credited  to  Aled,  but  these  cannot 
be  many.  Thus  it  would  seem  that  less  than  50  per  cent,  of 
the  children  in  the  Aled  area  are  immunised.  This  is  danger- 
ously low  and  a special  effort  must  be  made  to  increase  the 
average  immunity. 

Forty-four  children  were  vaccinated  against  Smallpox. 

During  the  year,  Poliomyelitis  immunisation  of  children 
over  one  year  was  offered.  After  a slow  start,  interest  in  this 
activity  has  grown,  but  here,  too,  the  percentage  of  accept- 
ances is  much  lower  than  those  of  Abergele  and  Colwyn  Bay. 
The  supply  of  vaccine  is  now  abundant. 

Children  of  13 — 14  years  (attending  Secondary  schools) 
were  offered  B.C.G.  immunisation  against  Tuberculosis.. 
There  are  no  Secondary  schools  in  the  Aled.  As  stated  in  my 
last  report,  “ about  50  per  cent,  of  all  available  children 
accepted  ” and  were  treated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  during  1957 : — 


in 

<v 

d 

Cases  notified 

d 

4—* 

< 


Whooping  Cough  

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

8 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  T.B 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total  

18 
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It  will  be  noted  that  there  were  only  18  infectious  disease 
notifications  (as  compared  with  39  in  1956  and  98  in  1955). 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  under  the  Public 
Plealth  (Preventioon  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925, 
which  empower  me  to  exclude  from  the  handling  of  milk  for 
sale  any  person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  5 cases  notified  during  the  year  and  no  deaths. 
The  ages  and  sexes  of  those  notified  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table : — 


New  Cases  during  Year  Deaths  during  Year 


Age  Periods 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5—9 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—19 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20—24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25—34 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35—14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45—54 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Over  65  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

The  numbers  on  the  Register 
the  year  are  shown  here : — 

On  Register  1/1/57. 


Pulmonary : 

Male  18 

Female  26 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male  4 

Female  4 


52 


at  the  beginning  and  end  of 

On  Register  31/12/57. 


Pulmonary : 

Male  19 

Female  23 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male  4 

Female  3 


49 


The  Mobile  Mass  X-ray  Unit  visited  areas  in  the  district 
during  1957.  The  following  tables  show  the  number  who 
attended  and  the  finding: — 


Grand  Under  15  15—24  25—34  35 — 44-  45—59  60  & over  Totals 

Area  Total  MF  MF  MF  MF  MF  MFMF 
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Examined  ..  ...  110 

Abnormals  21  or  19.09% 

For  observation  10  or 9.09% 

Other  abnormalities...  11  or  10% 
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WATER. 

The  following  are  the  records  of  the  Rainfall  at  Cowlyd 
Lake,  and  the  consumption  of  water  within  the  Parish  of 
Llansantffraid  (Gian  Conway)  during  the  year  1957 : — 


No.  of  days 
with  0.01  ins. 

Month  Inches  or  more 


'January  16.25  ...  19 

Pebruary 8.28  ...  16 

March  7.71  ...  16 

April  1.32  ...  9 

May  4.51  ...  12 

June  1.65  ...  11 

July  10.18  ...  17 

August  12.40  ...  16 

September  13.99  ...  17 

October  10.26  ...  19 

November  4.08  ...  10 

December  9.90  ...  15 


Total  100.53  ...  177 


Consumption  of  Water. 


January  ... 
February  . 
March  ...  . 

April  

May 

June  

JMy  

August  ... 
September 
October  ... 
'November 
December 


1.550.000 

1.932.000 

2.730.000 

2.605.000 

2.675.000 

3.160.000 

1.618.000 

1.562.000 

1.800.000 

1.735.000 

1.570.000 

1.538.000 


Total 


24,475,000 


(Signed)  J.  M.  CAMPBELL, 

Engineer  to  Conway  and  Colwyn 
Bay  Joint  Water  Supply  Board. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Abergele  Rural. — -On  two  occasions  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  supply  to  Bryn  Ewin  Council  Houses  did  not  reach 
the  required  bacteriological  standard.  Both  occurred  after  a 
period  of  heavy  and  prolonged  rainfall,  after  which  the  supply 
returned  to  its  normal  satisfactory  condition.  Further  tests 
will  be  carried  out  when  similar  weather  conditions  exist. 


Bylchau  and  District  Water  Supply  Scheme. — Apart  from 
one  complaint  of  discoloration,  this  supply  continues  to  be 
completely  satisfactory.  The  discoloration  occurred  in  a ser- 
vice connected  at  the  end  of  a main  and  was  due  to  accumu- 
lated rust  particles  in  suspension  in  the  water.  Regular 
flushing  of  the  main  at  this  point  has  been  effective  in  dealing 
with  the  matter.  The  appearance  of  the  water  only  is  affected 
and  no  danger  to  health  is  caused. 

Betws-yn-Rhos. — The  supply  to  this  village  from  the  Aber- 
gele Urban  District  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cefn  and  Trefnant. — The  supply  to  these  two  parishes  has 
been  generally  satisfactory.  Occasional  shortages  have  been 
notified  from  parts  of  Cefn  parish.  The  Surveyor  has  prepared 
a scheme  which  will  ensure  a constant  supply,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  scheme  will  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Gian  Conway. — The  upper  levels  of  the  parish  remain 
dependant  on  springs  and  wells. 

Llanelian. — Sanction  to  proceed  with  a scheme  for  supply- 
ing water  to  the  greater  part  of  this  parish,  together  with  the 
upper  levels  of  Gian  Conway  referred  to  above  and  parts  of 
Betws-yn-Rhos,  is  awaited. 

Llanfairtalhaiarn. — Nothing  can  be  added  to  last  year’s 
comments  on  this  supply  except  to  report  that  concern  over 
the  quality  of  this  village  supply  has  made  it  necessary  for 
warning  notices  to  be  placed  near  standpipes  informing  con- 
sumers that  all  water  must  be  boiled  before  drinking. 

General. — Inquiries  made  at  farms  out  of  reach  of  existing 
main  water  supplies  reveal  disquieting  conditions  regarding 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  water  available.  Withdrawal 
of  water  from  unprotected  shallow  wells  is  commonplace. 
Such  wells  are  often  at  considerable  distances  from  the 


lb 


houses  they  supply,  with  approaches  which,  in  winter,  become 
quagmires.  Bacteriological  examination  often  reveals  a con- 
siderable degree  of  contamination. 

The  year  has  marked  the  long-awaited  establishment  of  the 
Llyn  Conwy  Water  Board  and  the  first  step  towards  the  pro- 
vision of  piped  water  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Aled  Rural 
District  not  within  range  of  existing  supplies  has  thus  been 
taken. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  42 

Number  of  above  giving  satisfactory  bacteriological  results  9 
Total  number  of  private  supplies  investigated  65 


It  is  evident  that  the  water  derived  from  springs  and  wells 
is,  for  the  most  part,  quite  unsatisfactory.  Much  has  been 
done  through  grants  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  to  farms  for  the  improvement  of  farm  water  sup- 
plies by  the  construction  of  proper  collecting  wells  and  the 
fencing  of  collecting  grounds  to  exclude  animals. 

Liaison  with  the  officers  of  the  Denbighshire  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  has  been  most  satisfactory  in  this  as  in 
other  connections. 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 


Number  of  samples  taken  50 

Number  satisfactory  45 

Number  unsatisfactory  S 


Details  of  samples  from  public  supplies  are  provided. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  is  nothing  to  add  to  last  year’s  report  in  connection 
with  the  sewering  of  the  district. 

It  is  hoped  that  as  soon  as  conditions  permit  the  sewering 
of  the  Allt  Goch  area  in  Trefnant  will  proceed  and  that  it  will 
be  possible  to  sewer  Bontnewydd  and  Tan-y-Fron. 

Reports  of  three  samples  are  appended.  Certain  improve- 
ments are  to  be  carried  out  to  the  Bylchau  sewage  plant 
which  should  enable  the  effluent  to  be  satisfactorily  dealt 
with. 

Samples  : Summary  of  Reports  : — 


Certificate  of  Analysis 

In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 

Llanfair 

Llan- 

T.H. 

Bylchau 

sannan 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5 

days  at  65°F  

2.0 

9.0 

2.0 

Suspended  Matter  

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanga- 

3.0 

16.0 

3.0 

nate  in  4 hours  at  80°F  

0.80 

2.39 

0.80 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  

7.5 

8.1 

/.0 

Reaction  pH 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue  5 

6.2 

8.0 

6.2 

days)  

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  

1.20 

9.0 

1.20 

Appearance  

Slightly 

Greenish 

Slightly 

brownish 

brown 

turpid 

brownish 

Odour 

Nil 

Unpleas- 

ant 

Nil 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Collections Fortnightly 

Number  of  Ashbins  collected  1,424 

Total  loads  removed 473 

Total  mileage  covered 11,962 

Total  cost  of  service  including  loan  charges  £1,933 

Cost  per  load  removed £4/1/8 

Cost  per  collection  1/0.53 

Number  of  vehicles  used  1 

Men  regularly  employed 3 

Number  of  tip  sites 
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The  arrangement  with  Colwyn  Bay  Borough  for  the  tipping 
of  refuse  from  Gian  Conway  at  the  Borough’s  tip  has  con- 
tinued. 

A new  12  cubic  yard  “ Karrier  ” diesel  lorry  was  put  into 
service  to  replace  the  7 cubic  yard  lorry  in  June,  1957.  Running 
costs,  excluding  repairs,  were  found  to  be  50  per  cent,  of  those 
for  the  old  vehicle.  A considerable  saving  has  also  been 
effected  in  time  through  a reduction  in  the  number  of  loads 
carried.  This  has  enabled  more  time  to  be  put  in  at  the  tip 
on  general  maintenance  and  also  to  agree  to  requests  for 
collections  which,  hitherto,  would  not  have  been  possible. 


RETAIL  MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Visits  and  Inspections  17 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  12 

Supplementary  Licences  issued 5 

Results  of  Samples. 

Pasteurised  (including  School  Milk)  8 ...  Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  12  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested 4 ...  Nil 


Complaints  were  received  of  an  unsatisfactory  supply  of 
milk  at  a hospital.  The  milk  was  a Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)  supply  delivered  in  bulk.  A number  of  samples 
were  taken  of  the  milk  on  arrival  and  one  was  found  to  fail 
the  short  methylene  blue  test.  Investigations  into  the  source 
were  carried  out  by  the  officers  of  the  authority  in  whose 
area  the  milk  is  treated.  Contamination  was  reported  as  being 
due  to  inadequate  cleansing  of  churns.  Subsequent  samples 
have  been  satisfactory. 


ICE  CREAM. 


Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 

Ice  Cream  ...  Nil 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  13 

Number  of  new  registration  Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken  5 

All  were  reported  as  being  inCategory  1. 


FOOD  SHOPS  AND  LICENSED  PREMISES. 


Number  of  Shops  in  District 27 

Number  of  Licensed  Premises  12 

Number  of  Inspections  66 
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Continued  attention  has  been  given  to  these  regulations. 
The  Council  has  appointed  a Committee  to  deal  with  matters 
which  may  arise  in  connection  with  applications  for  exemp- 
tion certificates  and  any  other  aspects  of  the  Regulations! 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily 
surrendered : — 

10  Tins  Fruit.  68  Tins  Meat.  81bs.  Sausage. 

SCHOOLS. 


Number  of  Schools  in  District 13 

Number  of  Inspections  12 

Private  Schools  2 


CARAVAN  SITES  (Section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 


Caravan  Sites  licensed  during,  year  1 

Total  licensed  sites  in  area  ...  9 

Total  individual  licences  21 

Total  number  of  caravans  covered  by  above  licences  ...  466 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  79 


During  the  year  considerable  attention  was  given  to  cara- 
van sites.  The  Council  has  considered  the  steadily  increasing 
nuinber  of  caravans  in  the  area  and  have  formulated  condi- 
tions for  licences. 

In  general,  sites  were  admirably  maintained  by  the  site 
owners,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  laid  down  were  observed 
in  all  cases. 

In  an  area  such  as  Aled  particular  care  is  necessary  in 
respect  to  the  water  supply  to  caravan  sites. 

The  Council  has  laid  down  conditions,  which  are  applied  to 
all  licences. 

Applications  continue  to  be  received  from  owners  of  land 
where  the  only  water  supply  is  derived  from  a well  or  spring. 

This  fact,  together  with  the  method  of  sewage  disposal 
generally  used,  can  produce  a potential  danger  to  health,  and 
for  this  reason  the  Council  have  stipulated  that,  on  large 
sites,  the  contents  of  chemical  closets  be  emptied  in  a covered 
waterproof  tank  pending  removal  from  the  site. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

. \ . nr  . w 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Number  of  licences  to  Slaughter  issued  8 

Number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses  2 

Number  of  Knackers’  Yards  1 

RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 

Number  of  Farms  inspected  577 

Number  of  infestations  found  ...  ...  •. 36 

Number  of  Business  Premises  inspected 32 

Infestations  found  ...  12 

Premises  treated 27 

Council  Properties  inspected 47 

Council  Properties  treated 3 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Matters  dealt  with,  apart  from  those  already  referred  to 
under  separate  heading,  were  as  follows : — 

Complaints  Received. 

Drainage  2 

Food 3 

Water  Supply — 

Housing  Defects 2 

Refuse  Accumulation  24 

Miscellaneous 2 

Rodent 17 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1949-1954. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Total  applications  approved  from  7/3/50  to  31/3/57...  104 

Applications  received  1/4/57  to  31/12/57  (9  months)  ...  16 
Applications  not  qualifying  for  grant  2 

14 

Applications  referred  back  to  applicants  and  not  re- 
submitted   3 

Upon  which  work  commenced 11 


Total  number  of  Improvements  from  7/3/50  to  31/12/57  115 

Total  value  of  grant  aid  in  respect  of  period  7/3/50 

to  31/12/57  £19,335 

Average  amount  of  grant  per  improvement  £168 

Total  amount  of  grant  aid  in  respect  of  approved  appli- 
cations for  period  1/4/57  to  31/12/57 £1,619/15/0 

Average  amount  of  grant  per  improvement  £147/5/0 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  applications 177 

Number  of  meetings  of  Improvement  Grant  Com- 
mittee   8 
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HOUSING  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES 

ELSEWHERE. 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Sec.  11  Housing  Act,  1936  1 


2.— Unfit  Houses  closed: — 

(1)  Under  Sec.  II  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Secs.  10  (1) 
and  11  (2)  Local  Government  (Misc.  Prov.)  Act, 
1953,  and  Sec.  16  (4)  Housing  Act,  1957  5 


3.  — Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects 
remedied: — 

(1)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  22 

(2)  After  formal  action : — 

(a)  Public  Health  Act  — 

(b)  Housing  Act  — 

(3)  Under  Sec.  5 Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 

and  Sec.  24  Housing  Act,  1957  — 

4.  — Unfit  Houses  in  temporary  use: — 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1957,  Sec.  34  or  53 — 

(2)  Sec.  17  (2)  — 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Attention  continues  to  be  given  to  the  housing  conditions 
in  the  area.  When  the  rural  housing  survey  was  completed,  it 
was  shown  that,  in  addition  to  the  houses  in  Category  5 which 
have  now  been  dealt  with,  there  were  200  houses  in  Category 
4.  Each  one  of  these  houses  is  on  the  borderline  which  divides 
the  completely  unfit  house  from  the  one  capable  of  being  re- 
conditioned. 

The  Council  has  decided  to  deal  with  these  houses  as  cir- 
cumstances permit  and,  in  addition,  to  encourage  owners  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  grant-aided  improvement. 

The  Housing  Improvement  Grant  Committee  has  always 
been  willing  to  meet  owners  and  discuss  proposals  with  them 
in  detail  prior  to  a formal  application  being  made. 
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Year  by  year  the  number  of  unfit  houses,  which  are  sub- 
ject to  undertakings  not  to  re-let,  increases.  There  are 
advantages  in  deferring  demolition,  as  it  sometimes  happens 
that  someone  is  prepared  to  carry  out  the  required  improve- 
ments. Two  or  more  of  these  small  unfit  cottages  can  fre- 
quently be  converted  into  a house.  There  have  been  two 
ventures  of  this  nature,  which  have  resulted  in  first-class 
dwellings  being  produced  from  property  which  normally 
would  be  demolished.  Two  essential  requisites  which  must  be 
satisfied  before  such  conversions  are  made  are  (1)  Freedom 
from  dampness,  (2)  A sound  roof  or  one  capable  of  repair  at 
reasonable  cost.  Where  these  conditions  exist  conversions  are 
generally  economically  worthwhile. 

Individual  cottages  awaiting  demolition  have  been  sought 
as  temporary  dwellings  for  holiday  purposes.  The  Council  has 
no  power  to  permit  such  an  occupation  without  the  house 
being  made  in  every  respect  fit.  The  increasing  use  of  cara- 
vans for  holiday  purposes  indicates  a continued  need  for  this 
type  of  accommodation,  and  it  may  be  that,  in  certain  cases, 
comparatively  minor  works  would  render  a dwelling  fit  for 
occasional  summer  use.  In  some  cases,  it  seems  inconsistent 
for  the  Council  to  licence  caravans  for  occupation  and  con- 
demn houses  which,  for  the  restricted  use  proposed,  are 
superior  form  of  shelter. 

Legislation  to  permit  the  occupation  of  dwellings  for 
holiday  use  in  summer  months  only  would  appear  to  be  a 
worthwhile  alternative  to  permitting  them  to  remain  empt\ 
as  a result  of  an  undertaking  not  to  re-let. 


RENT  ACTS 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  Act 
of  1957  were  issued  during  the  year. 


NEW  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

No  new  Council  houses  were  erected  during  the  year.  The 
need  for  new  houses  in  the  area  has  been  satisfied. 
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